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impression, more or less like the specific excitant of an
instinct, but really of a different class, excites the instinct
in virtue of those features in which it resembles the specific
object. As a very simple instance of this, we may take
the case of a horse shying at an old coat left lying by the
roadside. The shying is, no doubt, due to the excitement
of an instinct whose function is to secure a quick retreat
from any crouching beast of prey, and the coat sufficiently
resembles such a crouching form to excite the instinct,
This example illustrates the operation of this principle
in the crudest fashion. In the human mind it works in
a much more subtle and wide-reaching fashion. Very
delicate resemblances of form and relation between two
objects may suffice .to render one of them capable of
exciting the emotion and the impulse which are the
appropriate instinctive response to the presentation of
the othei object; and, in order that this shall occur, it is
not necessary that the individual shall become explicitly
aware of the resemblance between the two objects, nor
even that the idea of the second object shall be brought
to his consciousness ; though this, no doubt, occurs in
many cases. The wide scope of this principle in the
human mind is due, not merely to the subtler operation
of resemblances, but also to the fact that through the
working of the principle of temporal contiguity, discussed
on the foregoing page, the number of objects capable of
directly exciting any instinct becomes very considerable,
and each such object then serves as a basis for the opera-
tion of the principle of resemblance ; that is to say, each
object that in virtue of temporal contiguity acquires the
power of exciting the central and efferent parts of an
instinct renders possible the production of the same effect
by a number of objects more or less resembling it, The
conjoint operation of the two principles may be illustrated
by a simple example : a child is terrified upon one occasion
by the violent behaviour of a man of a peculiar cast of
countenance or of some special fashion of dress ; there*
after not only does the perception or idea of this man
excite fear, but any man resembling him in face or
costume may do so without the idea of the original